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Introduction

A general English language program should focus on the four basic skills of
reading, writing, speaking and listening in addition to providing instruction
in grammar and vocabulary. The importance of reading is undeniable, for
learning English. Reading is a complex cognitive process of decoding
symbols for the intention of constructing or deriving meaning (reading
comprehension). It is the mastery of basic cognitive process to the point
where they are automatic so that attention is freed for the analysis of
meaning.

According to Nikkinetz---

“Reading is important because it is the primary way to gain information.
Even today, with so much information available on the internet, one needs to
be able to read to take full advantage of the information. Reading is also a
relatively cheap and fulfilling entertainment pastime that can double as a
knowledge booster, tool!

Reading is a means of language acquisition, of communication, and of
sharing information and ideas. The reading process requires continuous
practice, development, and refinement. Readers use a variety of reading
strategies to assist with decoding (to translate symbols into sounds or visual
representation of speech) and comprehension. Readers may use morpheme,
semantics, syntax and context clues to identify the meaning of unknown
words.

Reading skills are specific abilities which enable a reader---

« To read the written form as meaningful language

« To read anything written with independence, comprehension and
fluency

% To mentally interact with the message

Reading fluency is very much important to a reader. Reading fluency is the
ability to read phrases and sentence smoothly and quickly, while
understanding them as expression of complete ideas. Students with learning
disabilities (LDs) are reading comprehension and basic reading skills
frequently have weakness in reading fluency. Typically, they do not process
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groups of words as meaningful phrases. They may also make decoding
errors in reading which slow them down and prevent them from grasping the
meaning of the sentence. As a result, they do not understand and remember
meanings of passages. They may miss the larger meanings of chapters and
books as well.

According to chickiemomma---

“Reading is important because it affects your whole life and everything you
do. Want to drive? You have to how to read the science, the handbook, the
testing materials etc? Want to bye a home? You’ll have to know how to read
that contact, unless you want to be ripped of! Every contract you ever sign,
from lease, to credit cards, to loans, will need to read”.

According to the “Oxford companion to the English language”---
“Reading is the process of extracting meaning from written or printed
language”.

Science the liberation war in 1971, Bangladesh, as an independence and
secular state, has been allowing many forms of educational institution,
various modes of instructions and different languages as mediums of
instructions of instruction to co-exist. Students are free to choose from three
types of schools: English medium, Bangle medium and religious schools.
English medium counterparts and are divided into four levels-— primary
from grades 1 to 5; secondary from grades 6 to 10; higher secondary for
grades 11 to 12 and colleges and vocational institutes.

Among these institutions there are 92% non-govt. secondary schools and
only 8% govt. secondary schools.

In English medium schools, both teacher and students are well skilled in
reading English. And the environment of these institutions is suitable to read
English. Because both teachers and students speak in English and they carry
a better capacity in reading English.

In Bangla and madrasha medium schools students learn English as an
ordinary subject. Teachers of these mediums are not well skilled in reading
English. In these medium, other subjects are more emphasized than English.
So the student has a big gap in reading English.
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In vocational institutions students are always busy towards the science based
subjects. So, they have no enough time to learn English. As a result, they
remain have a lack in reading English even in the college and university
level.

In secondary schools of Bangladesh, the reading condition of English is not
good. The environment of high schools in Bangladesh is not favorable to
acquire the basic concepts of reading English. There is huge numbers of
students sit in a small classroom. For this reason they can not pay attention
attentively. The teachers also can not teach their students perfectly.

The teachers of secondary schools in Bangladesh are very much concern
about writing, speaking, and listening. But they never emphasize to read in
English. As a result, the students are not skilled in reading English. They
lack behind in vocabulary as well as perfect reading concepts. For this
reason, they are not show interest in reading English.

Most of the teachers of high schools in Bangladesh have no proper training
about teaching methods. They do not know how to teach the students
properly. The quality of students at secondary level in Bangladesh is not
well. They are not well skilled in reading English. So, they can not carry
good marks in their examination.

Moreover, there are some challenges of implementing basic concepts of
reading at secondary schools in Bangladesh. These challenges are lack of
sufficient books in the library, unskilled Teacher, weakness of administrative
set-up, lack of proper teaching method, problem in vocabulary, subject-wise
knowledge, difficulty in concepts and style etc.

For these types of problem students face a miserable condition in spoken
English and CLT also.
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Statement of the problem

Today English occupies a very important place in the educational
curriculum of Bangladesh. It enjoys the status of a compulsory subject all
the way from the primary to the university level education. So, it is expected
that Bangladeshi students will be able to have a very good skill of reading
English. But unfortunately they are not able to do so. The scenario is quite
different from expectations. Student’s performance in reading English is
very deplorable. As a result , they face a lot of problems because of their
lack of reading skill in English. Moreover, they have not sufficient
vocabulary. The state quality of English at present in Bangladesh is so
deplorable that most secondary students

can not express themselves fairly in English.

If we look into the drawbacks it will be clear that problems lie in teaching
method. Teachers are properly following the traditional methods. Moreover,
they are not much aware of principle and the practice of modern method. On
the other hand most of the students in Bangladesh are thought that English is
a foreign language and it is very difficult to read and learn for them. They
feel boring to read English language because of their poor vocabulary. It is a
great barrier for them to reading English. As a result, of their poor reading
capacity, they can not able to carry a good result in the secondary level.
Also, the weak organizational and institutional framework of secondary
education and lack of a physical environment at school are leading causes of
poor performance.

To sum up, we can find out some major problems. These are as follows---

« Unskilled Teacher

“ Lack of sufficient materials

% Lack of motivation

«“ Huge amount of students in a classroom
« Insufficient vocabulary

¢ Administrative weakness

“ Acquisition barriers

+ English as a foreign language

“ Subject-wise knowledge

+ Difficulty in concepts and style




image11.jpeg
Objectives

The purpose of this research is to identify the basic concepts of reading
alone with challenges and to develop the reading capacity of the student at
secondary level in Bangladesh. It also helps the teacher to teach their
students better.

However, the main objectives of this research are ---

< Observe the concepts of reading among teachers and
students

+¢ To find out challenges of reading skill

« Evaluate Readers interest in reading

% Observe teachers contribution to the classroom.

< Observe the environment of the classroom

« Observe students and teachers interaction in the classroom
+«+ Observe teachers motivational attitude to reading texts

% To suggest some recommendations for improvement of
reading skill.
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Review of literature

The main purpose of review of literature is to identify the hiatus or
knowledge gap in the field of proposed research. With this end in view a
researcher should review all the pioneer works already done in the proposed
field of research. The researcher should select those literatures for reviewing
which are relevant, reliable, and representative (3Rs).

Rachelle Rogers Knight emphasizes reading on his book named “Read,
Remember, Recommend: A reading journal”. Here, the writer suggests how
to develop reading skill. This book also helps both teacher and students to
improve the vocabulary and also recommend for the improvement of reading
English.

B. Fry and Jacqueline E. Kress suggest about teaching style and how to
motivate the students in reading English in “ The Reading Teachers Book of
list: Grades k-12”. This book is a guide for the teachers toward teaching.
Here, the writer advice to the teacher how to make reading interesting to the
students. In this book writer also suggest, how to make a better environment
for reading in the classroom.

Francine Prose is very much concern about the reading skill. He shows the
reading techniques of writers in his famous book “Reading like a writer”. In
this book he writes, how the students can read the English books as like as a
writer. He also writes about the reading methods of perfect reader. The
writer emphasizes the basic four skills such as listening, speaking, writing
and reading equally. Francis Prose also writes all the students must have
skilled in four basic concepts; otherwise they can not develop their reading
capacity in English.

However, it is noticeable that there is no special research on basic concepts
of reading English at secondary level. There are so many researchers which
focus on listening, speaking, pronunciation and writing. These researches
deal with the weakness of institutional framework and educational
environment. It is necessary to develop basic concepts of reading English to
get better result.
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Justification of Research

Now-a-days the process of learning English highly emphasized speaking and
listening. But in this process reading is ignored. Most of the researchers
emphasize speaking and listening in their research projects. But the few
number of researchers work on the basic concepts of reading English. So, we
have a scope to reworking on the basic concepts of reading English.

If we into the drawbacks, it will be clear that problems lie in teaching
methods. The teachers do not follow the rules and regulation of teaching.
The research project will help to find out the challenges of reading and helps
to overcome the challenges. It also suggests some recommendations for
improvement of reading skill. If the reading skill would not improve, then
the students will face challenges on speaking and listening. So, it is very
much important to improve the basic concepts of reading at secondary level
in Bangladesh. If the students would not improve their reading skill, then
they will face a lot of problems in writing.

This research will also help the teachers to enhance the overall planning and
activities in reading English. This research work will find out how the
students of the secondary level can develop their reading capacity in
English. The fruit of this research work will be great advantages both for the
teachers and the students of secondary level in Bangladesh. Our young
generation will be the leader in future. So, this research work will be helpful
for them to build a better future.
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Scope of Research

This research work will stand out as an important task on the basic concepts
of reading English at secondary level in Bangladesh. It is a relevant research
task that will help to implement the basic concepts of reading English. This
study will include the views of policy makers, educational institutional,
teachers and students. It will explain the background of the emergence and
the development of basic concepts of reading English. It will also help to
find out challenges of reading skill. It is necessary to find out how much
reading is interesting. It will suggest the students to improve the vocabulary
and its impact on reading. This study attempts to recommend the measures
for better performance of reading English, so that they may be able to play
more active role to overcome the challenges of reading English and also for
developing the basic concepts of reading English.

However, the researchers visit some secondary schools for the field survey.
These are as follows:

% Sristi Central High School, Rajshahi
% Ideal High School, Rajshahi
“+ Agroni School and College, Rajshahi

RS
et

The researchers visit these schools and talk with the teachers and students
about the basic concepts of reading English. Also, the researchers talk with
the administration and with the guardians. By these, the researchers try to
find out the challenges of implementing basic concepts of reading at
secondary schools in Bangladesh.
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Liinitation of Research

The proposed research will stand out as an efficient work on basic concepts
of reading English at secondary schools in Bangladesh. It will bring out the
existing drawbacks of teachers, students and administration. This research
work will help to overcome the challenges of basic concepts of reading
English by taking effective steps.

However, the research work has limitation also. It is quite impossible to
survey all the schools within the limited time. It is also too expensive and
laborious to visit all the secondary schools with limited group members. So,
the researchers have visited some selected schools in Rajshahi district.
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Methodology

Methodology can properly refer to the theoretical analysis of the methods
appropriate to a field of study or to the body of methods and principles
particular to a branch of knowledge. In this sense, one may speak of
objections to the methodology of a geographic survey (that is, objections
dealing with the appropriateness of the methods used) or of the methodology
‘of modern cognitive psychology. In recent years, however, methodology has
been increasingly used as a pretentious substitute for method in scientific
and technical contexts. As there are many types of research, so the
researchers use various kinds of research methods. Some of them are
mentioned bellow.

Laboratory research method

Survey research method

Action research method

Research method of documentary analysis or content analysis
Descriptive research method

Case study method

Participatory research method

Anthropological research method

» Historical research method

VVVVVVYYYVY

We take the following methods to do the research successfully.

Survey method: In this method we have visited some govt. and non-
govt. secondary schools.

Questionnaire survey method: Here we talked with the teachers and
students of various secondary schools. We asked various questions about the
condition of reading English with its basic concepts. Also, we talked with
the student’s guardian and the school authority about the problems of
reading English.

10
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Time Budget

A research is an informative task. It is also a long term process. A successful
research work will take at least two or three years. Collecting data and
information, the research will take a lot of time. We, the group members
have worked at least six hours a day. We tried our best to complete and
submit research papers in due time.

To submit the research paper we designed our time as following:

1% Phase: June to December, 2011: preparing of the questionnaires, pre-
testing and finalization by and November 2011. Data processing will be
complete by December 2011.

2" phase: Draft report writing, editing may be complete during January to
February, 2012. Editing and improving the final report will be finished by
March, 2012.

Money Budget

To do research work it takes manpower, materials, transport and various
expenditures. Collecting data and information and for other activities, the
research takes at least 10,000tk and the cost for each sector has been enlisted
as the following:

» Collecting information 2,000 Tk
» Typing hard copies and photocopies 1,500 Tk
» Buying books and journals 2,500 Tk
» Printing main copy and binding 2000 Tk
» T.Aand D.A 2,000 TK

Total = 10,000 Tk
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Findings

The researchers, research on basic concepts of reading English at secondary
schools in Bangladesh. The researchers visit some secondary schools as a
part of their research work and find out some major and minor problems.
The researchers find out some major barriers these are lying in teaching
methods.

Bangladesh is one of the few countries of the world where teachers can start
teaching without any formal training. Teacher’s trainers and teachers alike
have reported that a majority of the teachers at the secondary level
themselves lack competence in the four basic skills. For this reason the
teachers can not teach their students properly.

The researchers find out in their research field that, Bangladesh is a country
with limited resources and economic constraints inevitably hamper the
efforts and motivation. The teaching community in Bangladesh is relatively
underpaid. A majority of the teachers involve in extra jobs. The teachers can
not pay attention in classroom. As a result the students lack behind in
reading skill.

The researchers also find out, the country has a rigid education policy,
language policy, curricula and testing processes. These result in constraints
on teaching methodology and goals. So the students lose their confidence
and interest in reading English at secondary level in Bangladesh.

Size of the classroom is another important factor for reading and teaching. A
large class size is not suitable for reading English. In big class room, it is
impossible to manage the class room activities and ensure students
participation. So it is also a major problem in reading English at secondary
schools in Bangladesh.

However, the researchers find out some minor problems through their
research work. Such as subject-wise knowledge, foreign language, lack of
motivation, insufficient materials, lack of confidence, infrastructural
limitation, lack of teachers contribution, lack of proper environment. These
minor barriers also hamper the basic concepts of reading English at
secondary level in Bangladesh.

12
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Recommendation

English is a foreign language. As it is a foreign language, it is very difficult
to acquire for us. But to cope with the advantage world we have to know it.
The importance of reading is undeniable for learning English. That’s why
reading English is included at the very begging of students life.

The researchers find out some major and minor solution for implementing
the basic concepts of reading English at secondary level in Bangladesh. Both
of these aspects are important to solve the problem.

The major aspects for solving the challenges of reading English are given
below:

The teachers should be well-skilled

The teachers should be trained up

Develop the students interest in reading English
Develop the administrative set-up

Organize the favorable environment

The teachers must have motivational attitude
Materials should be available

The class size should be perfect

VVVVVVYVYY

Also, the researchers find out some minor solution for implementing the
basic concepts of reading English at secondary schools in Bangladesh .These
aspects also helpful to overcome the challenges. These are as follows:

« Improve the guardians motivation

++ Develop the students confidence

+ Students should be self-confidence

+ Recommendation for improvement of reading skill
+* Support of government

13
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Conclusion

The proposed research work will helpful to overcome the challenges of basic
concepts of reading English at secondary schools in Bangladesh. Also, it will
give the proper guide both the students and the teachers. The research work
focuses the importance of reading English at secondary level. It is also
helpful for the students to develop their reading skill by improving their
vocabulary. If their reading skill of the students is efficient then they will
have a better capacity of listening, writing, speaking as well as CLT. The
output of the research work may remove the challenges of reading English at
secondary level in Bangladesh. This research work will helpful for
implementing the basic concepts of reading English at secondary schools in
Bangladesh.

14
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Abbreviations and Acronyms

CLT : Communicative Language Teaching
LDs : Learning Disabilities
S.S.C  :Secondary School Certificate




image22.jpeg
Bibliography
What I Read (Red) Mini Journal --- Potter Style

Reading journal: For Book Lovers (Dairy) --- Potter Style

Read, Remember, Recommend: A reading journal --- Rachelle Rogers
Knight

A Book Lovers Dairy --- Shelagh Wallace

Q and A a day: 5-Year --- Potter Style

Book Lust Journal --- Nancy Pearl

Read, Remember, Recommend for Teens: A --- Rachelle Rogers Knight
Book Notes Journal (Interactive Journals) --- Ryland Peters & Small
Journal to file, store organize and record information --- CR Gibson
Become a traveling vagabond --- A guide by silverminno

Be extremely well read --- Joseph Ausbern

The book thief --- Markus Zusak

My reading life --- Pat Conroy

The book whisperer: Awakening the liner reader in every child --- Donalyn
miller & Jeff Anderson

The reading Teacher’s book of list: grades k-12 --- B. Fry & Jacque line

1 like stars (Step-into-reading, step 1) --- Margaret wise brown & Joan Paley




image23.jpeg
The reading promise: My father and the books we shared --- Alice Ozma &
Jim Brozina

Dr. Seuss’s ABC: An amazing alphabet book --- Dr. Seuss

Hot dog (step-into-reading) --- Molly Coxe

Too many dogs (step-into-reading) --- Lori Haskins & Joe Mathiece
This book is not good for you (Secret series) --- Pseudonymous Bosch
Reading Lotita in Tehran --- Azar Nafisi

How to read a book --- J. Adler and Charles Van Doren

The going to red book --- Sandra Boynton

Reading like a writer --- Francine Prose

How to read literature like a Professor --- Thomas C. Foster

Reading Jacking: Her Autobiography in books --- William Kuhn

We are in a book --- Mo Williams

The big book of reading response activities --- Michael Gravois

The lost Art of reading --- David L. Ulin

The good book: Reading the bible with mind and heart --- Peter J. Gomes

Book Lust: Recommended reading for every mood, moment and reason ---
Nancy Pearl

A Handbook of Research: Dr. M. Zainul Abedin




image24.jpeg
Question to the teachers

1. Do you think reading English is necessary for the students?

It is necessary for the students
% Yes
« No
2. Do you think all the teachers are skilled?

All the teachers are not skilled
“ Yes
+ No
3. Do you think teaching style should be changed?
To some extent
* Yes
< No
4. Do you need more training?
We need more training
% Yes
“ No
5. Do you motivate the students?
‘We motivate
“* Yes
“ No
6. Do you think classroom size is appropriate?
It is appropriate

% Yes
% No

18
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Question to the students

1. Do you enjoy reading English?

We enjoy English
% Yes
« No

2. Why do you not enjoy reading English?
Because it is a foreign Language
% Yes
< No
3. Have you enough vocabulary for reading English?
‘We have enough vocabulary
< Yes
« No
4. Are the teachers motivating you to read English?
‘We are motivated
“ Yes
« No
5. Do you enjoy the story of your book?
We enjoy the story
% Yes
“ No
6. Do you have sufficient materials in your school?
We have sufficient materials

“* Yes
< No
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